Echinococcus multilocularis: responses to infection in Mongolian gerbils.
Mongolian gerbils (Meriones unguiculatus) inoculated intraperitoneally with three acephalic cysts of Echinococcus multilocularis were very susceptible to infection. Aspects of the responses of gerbils to this infection were examined to determine if they could be related to the progress of the infection. Hematologic changes observed during the infection included anemia, reticulocytosis, lymphocytopenia, neutrophilia, monocytosis, and eosinopenia; these changes were related to the size of the infection. Infected gerbils also produced specific protein-A binding antibodies to E. multilocularis. At 14 weeks after inoculation, infected gerbils showed splenomegaly and somewhat elevated serum transaminase levels, although serum 5'-nucleotidase levels were normal.